Ivory products for sale across
Pennsylvania

Photo, top: Carved hippo ivory tusk for sale. Photo, right: Taxidermized head, neck and shoulders of a giraffe for sale. Photos by Humane World for Animals.



Physical (blue) and online (green) locations where wildlife products were found for sale
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The investigation found that:

+ Of the 63 locations investigated, 37 of them, or 59%, had identified ivory or other
wildlife products for sale.

+ Ofthe 63 locations investigated, 17 of them, or 27%, had identified elephant ivory
for sale.

+  Of the 27 counties with locations investigated in Pennsylvania, 67% had ivory or
other wildlife products for sale.

+ Atotal of 383 pieces of ivory were identified by our investigative team in person
and online.

+ The listed value of items found in person and online totaled nearly $38,000. The
most expensive ivory item was advertised for $1,150, while some items were
advertised for as little as $5. The giraffe trophy was advertised for $6,000.

At some stores, some of the likely ivory was labeled as “bone,” a possibly intentional
tactic we and others have witnessed elsewhere as a means to obscure the trade in
these items, perhaps in response to efforts to curb the trade in ivory or because an
increasing percentage of consumers understand that purchasing ivory is harmful to
elephant populations.

Our investigative team previously conducted investigations of wildlife product sales in
Connecticut, Florida, Maryland, Massachusetts, Nevada, Oregon and Washington, D.C.
Ivory is distinguishable from other materials because of its color, high glossiness, cool
temperature, weight and density and the presence of graining and ultraviolet
florescence. Ivory has a white/blue fluorescence while manufactured substitutes
exhibit a dull blue or yellowish appearance.




Photo, left: Ivory items on display for sale. Photo, right: Suspected elephant ivory item for sale, labeled as "bone." Photos by Humane World for Animals.
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