


Contents 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 



 

 

 

















https://globaldatalab.org/areadata/iwipov70/CRI/








3.3

1.5

2.7
2.4

1.3
1.9

0.0

2.0

4.0

Cartago Heredia and Belen San Jose

Free roaming dog density (dogs/km)

Dogs/Km 2014 Dogs/Km 2022



ὼ ὼ ρ ὶ ὼ ὼ



89%
93%

89%
96% 96% 98% 94%

99% 97%

2%
4%3% 2%

4%

6%
1%

3%

34%

21%

36% 35%

7% 9%
4%

12% 8%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Northern
rural area

Western
rural area

Southern
rural area

San
Francisco

Tortuguero Curridabat La Union Montes de
Oca

Cartago

Reasons for Dog Ownership - All sites

Pet/companionship Dog breeding Rescue Protection Hunting Herding



13.9%

9.6%

15.3%

7.7%

48.1%

2.9%

18.2%

8.4%

4.4%

12.8%

4.7%

62.4%

7.7%

22.3%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Adopted it from a rescue/shelter

Bought it from a breeder

Bought it from a family friend

Bought it from a vet or pet shop

It was gifted to me

It was born in my house

Rescued it from the street

Dog Source - Urban vs. Rural sites

All rural sites All urban sites



15.0 10.0 5.0 0.0 5.0 10.0 15.0

Under 6 mos

1 to 2

3 to 4

5 to 6

7 to 8

9 to 10

Percent of Total Urban Population

Age-Sex Pyramid of Owned Dogs - All Urban Sites

Female Male

15.0 10.0 5.0 0.0 5.0 10.0 15.0

Under 6 mos

1 to 2

3 to 4

5 to 6

7 to 8

9 to 10

Percent of Total Rural Population

Age-Sex Pyramid of Owned Dogs (All Rural Sites)

Female Male

Figures 12 & 13. Age-sex pyramids for urban and rural sites. Urban sites have a larger aging population, 

and rural sites have a larger younger population. This may be linked to sterilization rates. 
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