
Designer, teacup and hypoallergenic dogs

"Micro"  or  " t eacup"  puppies

?Hypoal lergenic? breeds and ?designer? dogs

10 pt  subhead am et , conset et ur  sadipscing 

You may hear claims about breeds of dogs that are non-allergic (don?t cause an allergic react ion) or dogs that are 

hypoallergenic (cause less of an allergic react ion). You may also see ads for ?designer? or ?teacup? breeds and 

wonder what all the hype is about. Several breed clubs are warning consumers about market ing ploys such as 

?hypoallergenic? or ?micro mini teacup? puppies in ?breeder? advert isements. Below is a representat ive sample of 
what nat ional breed clubs are saying about these misleading terms.

- The Yorkshire Ter r ier  Club of  Am er ica: A member?s advertising-shall not use 
terms such as ?teacup,? ?tiny specialists,? ?doll faced,? or similar terminology. ..."A 
Yorkshire Terrier Should: Be 7 pounds or under. Some will grow larger.  There are 
no ?teacup? or ?miniature? Yorkies."             

                                                                                                                                                                

- Chihuahua Club of  Am er ica: ?Teacup, Pocket Size, Tiny Toy, Miniature or 
Standard? are just a few of the many tags and labels that have been attached to 
this breed over the years. The [club] is concerned that these terms may be used to 

entice prospective buyers into thinking that puppies described in this way are of 

greater monetary value. They are not and the use of these terms is incorrect and 

misleading. ...The Chihuahua Club of America does not endorse nor condone the 

use of any of these terms and would caution the [prospective] puppy buyer not to 

be misled by them.?

- Am er ican Shih Tzu Club: The words "Imperial" or "Tiny Teacup" Shih Tzu, such 
labels are a myth generally used by unethical breeders to create a demand - and 
charge high prices -for mixed-breed or undersized (and often unhealthy) dogs. ?A 
responsible breeder does not deliberately plan litters based on their trendiness or 
marketability. In fact, anyone found to be deliberately breeding and selling 
?designer dogs?  is not eligible for membership in the American Shih Tzu Club.? 

- Golden Ret r iever  Club of  Am er ica: "The Golden Retriever Club of America is opposed to cross-breeding of dogs and is particularly 
opposed to the deliberate crossing of Golden Retrievers with any other breed. These crossbreeds are a deliberate attempt to mislead the 

public with the idea that there is an advantage to these designer dogs. The crossbred dogs are prone to all of the genetic disease of both 

breeds and offer none of the advantages that owning a purebred dog has to offer.?

- The Labrador  Ret r iever  Club: "A Labradoodle is nothing more than an expensive crossbreed dog. Because the genetic makeup is 
diverse from the Poodle genes and the Labrador genes, the resultant first generation (F1) offspring is a complete genetic gamble. The dog 
may be any size, color, coat texture and temperament. Indeed, Labradoodles do shed." 

?Designer? puppies are often mass-produced in   
puppy mills, operations where breeding dogs 
live in squalor and neglect.

From top: Humane World for Animals; Kelsey Ivey/Humane World for Animals

Formerly called the Humane
Society of the United States and
Humane Society International
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