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The welfare of chickens used
for meat and the European
Chicken Commitment

European Chicken Commitment (ECC)
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https://welfarecommitments.com/europeletter/
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The ECC sets limits on stocking density, the
number of birds per square meter (m?), to

ensure chickens have enough space to move
and express natural behaviour.

Higher welfare
breeds

The ECC promotes the use of slower-growing,
higher welfare breeds to reduce the health
problems associated with rapid weight gain,
improving mobility and overall welfare.

Chickens raised conventionally are bred for extremely rapid weight gain.'
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"The science is clear: chickens raised
for meat suffer immensely under
conventional production methods.
The ECC criteria directly address the
most pressing welfare issues and are
designed to meaningfully reduce this

suffering.”

— Dr. Sara Shields, Director, Farm Animal
Welfare Science, Humane World for
Animals

Barren environments
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The ECC sets standards for ventilation to
maintain air quality and reduce exposure to
pollutants, leading to improved air quality in the
barn to support health and welfare.

No cages

The ECC prohibits the use of cages or multitier
systems for broiler chickens. Broiler chicken
cages cause severe welfare problems because
chickens are so tightly crowded they barely have
space to spread their wings.
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The Pecking Order

Since 2023, Humane World for Animals has been publishing The Pecking Order reports, evaluating the chicken welfare policies and
progress of major fast-food brands in Poland and Romania. The report highlights an urgent need for Poland's and Romania’s fast-food
industry to accelerate its efforts to adopt higher welfare standards for chickens raised for meat—especially given growing consumer
demand for more humane food production. Additionally, the report outlines actionable steps for the industry, lawmakers and
consumers to drive meaningful change.
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https://www.humaneworld.org/en/campaign/pecking-order
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http://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#data/QCL
https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/api/deliverable/download/file?deliverableId=88297
https://atrium.lib.uoguelph.ca/items/3e5195b9-ef84-43a6-bfef-e3aa6d270543
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