
The int er t w ined relat ionship bet ween ant ibiot ics, public healt h and chicken 

product ion has far -reaching im plicat ions for  bot h anim al welfare and hum an healt h. 

Antibiotics have been widely used in chicken production to enhance growth and prevent 

diseases, yet their misuse and overuse has contributed to antibiotic-resistant bacteria, 

impacting animals and humans alike. The transmission of antibiotic-resistant bacteria from 

animals to humans raises concerns about the emergence of difficult-to-treat infections, 

potentially result ing in increased mortality rates.1 Therefore, Humane World for Animals 

urges the chicken industry to adopt higher welfare breeds with better natural immunity and 

disease resistance to reduce reliance on antibiotics.

Tackling antibiotic resistance 
through better chicken welfare

EU targets
a 50% reduction of overall sales 

of antimicrobials for farmed 

animals and in aquaculture by 

2030 in the EU. In 2023, EU has 

achieved approximately half of 

the 50% reduction target.18

4.95 million
deaths per year are associated 

with antimicrobial resistance 

(AMR) globally.16 AMR is 

responsible for more than 

35,000 deaths every year in 

the EU.17

EU
EU countries report on the ratio 

of antibiotics sales to biomass 

of farmed animals (in mg/kg). . 

Cyprus, Italy and Spain have 

the highest usage; Sweden, 

Finland and Luxembourg have 

the lowest usage.19
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In response to human food safety concerns, since January 2022, EU legislation has 

prohibited the routine use of antibiotics in animal farming, including preventative 

(prophylactic) group treatments.2,3 The Feed Additives Regulation, which came into effect in 

January 2006, bans the use of antibiotics for growth promotion, allowing their use only for 

medicinal purposes under veterinary supervision.4 

Conventional chickens kept for meat production have been bred to grow so quickly that 

their health is compromised. The rapid body weight gain causes unintended side effects 

such as greater susceptibility to bacterial and parasit ic infections.5,6,7,8,9,10 Conversely, 

slower-growing chickens have better immunity,11,12 are more robust and require fewer 

antibiotics.13,14,15 Combined with lower stocking densit ies, these breeds help reduce the 

need for of antibiotics and help mitigate the development of antibiotic-resistant pathogens.

The European Chicken Commitment (ECC) is a set of science-based welfare criteria agreed 

by animal welfare organizations worldwide to improve the lives of chickens raised for meat 

across Europe. The ECC sets out minimum standards for producers and businesses that 

produce or sell chicken meat, aiming to address the most urgent welfare issues in chicken 

production. The ECC requires the use of slower growing chicken breeds. Humane World 

urges the broiler chicken industry to adopt the ECC criteria. 

European Chicken Com m it m ent  com plem ent s EU legislat ion on 

ant ibiot ic use and chicken welfare 

Formerly called Humane Society 
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Chickens raised convent ionally are bred for  

ext rem ely rapid weight  gain.20

For  m ore inform at ion, visit  hum anewor ld.org/ t hepeck ingorder

Humane World for Animals

"The science is clear: chickens raised for meat 

suffer immensely under conventional 

production methods. The ECC criteria directly 

address the most pressing welfare issues and 

will meaningfully  improve the health of millions 

of animals in Europe."

?  Dr. Sara Shields, Director, Farm Animal Welfare Science, 

Humane World for Animals

The Pecking Order
Since 2023, Hum ane Wor ld for  Anim als has been publishing The Peck ing Order  repor t s, evaluat ing t he 

chicken welfare policies and progress of  m ajor  fast -food brands in Poland and Rom ania. The repor t  

h ighlight s an urgent  need for  Poland's and Rom ania?s fast -food indust ry t o accelerat e it s ef for t s t o adopt  

h igher  welfare st andards for  chickens raised for  m eat ? especially given grow ing consum er  dem and for  

m ore hum ane food product ion. Addit ionally, t he repor t  out l ines act ionable st eps for  t he indust ry, 

lawm akers and consum ers t o dr ive m eaningful change. 
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