
Bot h Congress and t he U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service appear  t o have plans t o "delist "  t he Great er  Yellowst one 

Ecosyst em  populat ion of  gr izzly bears f rom  t he ESA. Wit h a populat ion of  fewer  t han 1,000 bears, t he Great  Bear  in 

t he GYE could face ext irpat ion, especially f rom  livest ock  owners and elk  hunt ers (who don't  car ry bear  spray) in 

bear  count ry. Yet , m ost  conf l ict s are readily m it igat ed using a var iet y of  non-let hal det er rent s.
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Protect the "Great 
American Bear"!

Yellowstone's grizzly bears faced record mortalities two years in a row with 73 

known deaths in 2024 and again in 2025. Grizzly bears need Endangered Species 

Act protections more than ever!

Gr izzly bear  m or t alit y causes in t he GYE on U.S. Forest  Service

and pr ivat e lands, 2015-2025. (Dat a cour t esy, USGS.)

Since 2015, m any GYE gr izzly bear  deat hs 
occur red on pr ivat e lands just  out side 
t he dem ographic m onit or ing area on t he 
east ern side of  recovery zone, but  in 
2025, a record 57 of  73 deat hs were inside 
t he DMA. (Map cour t esy, USGS)

Only 27% of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (and 
10% of the DMA) is on private land, but 40% of grizzly 

bear mortalities occured on private lands.



For  m ore inform at ion, visit  hum anewor ld.org
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27%
The am ount  of  
pr ivat e lands in t he 
GYE (10% of  pr ivat e 
lands are inside t he 
DMA)

38% 
The percent age of  
bears who died on 
USFS lands in t he 
GYE

48%
The am ount  of  USFS 
lands in t he GYE 
(USFS is t he largest  
landowner  in GYE)

6.4%
The percent age of  
bears who died on 
Nat ional Park  lands

88% Bears' foods at risk  
Gr izzly bears in t he GYE evolved t o eat  cut t hroat  t rout , arm y 

cut worm  m ot hs and whit ebark  pine seeds. But  hum an act ions 

including encroachm ent  have dim inished bears' t radit ional 

foods and access t o relevant  habit at s. Recent  drought s m ade 

ber r ies and nut s harder  t o f ind t oo. 

The num ber  of  GYE gr izzly bear   

m or t alit ies f rom  hum an causes 

(2015-2025)

40% 
The num ber  of  
gr izzly  bears who 
died on pr ivat e lands 
in t he GYE
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